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ACCOUNT 
Mr. Edw. Sclater's 


Recum, &c. 


Hole, who have Power and Antho- 
rity ta command me, thinking it 
requiſite, thai Mr. 'Sclater's Rovmn 

and Rocenditialn to the'Church of England 
ſhould be made publick, in Obedience to 
their Order , I thall imparrally fet dowa 
the Beginning, Progrels, and the Publick 


Declaration he made of his Outward'Repen- 


B tance ; 


C2) 


tance; I ſay, Outward, for the Church 
judges not of things Occulc-and Inward, and 
by that means, give the Reader an opportu- 
nity to exerciſe his Charity. Tr was abour 
the beginning of April Iaſt , that Mr. Sclater 
ſfenr a Friend of his to me, to deſire.me to- 
admir. him to the Communion at the Savoy, 
ard the Motive alledged, was, That he 
had not only given my Lord Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury Satisfaction in the Sincericy w 4 his 
Repentance, bur was ready to make. a free- 
and formal Retra&tation of his former Errors, 
before me, and to aſſure me, that nothing 
but Convidion, and Evidence, and a clearer 
Sight of the Truth, had wrought this Con- 
verſion in him; and the Reaſon, he ſaid, 
why he choſe to Receive the Euchariſt at the 
| Savoy, was, becauſe he intended to live there-. 
abour, in a Houſe of his own, and there to 
ſhould be capable of. 

The News of his Repen tance, hs the 
JunQure of Time was Tempration enough 
ro. ſuggeſt ſome Idea's, which might incline 
me to a Sale, yet I entertained, with all 


the : 


£39 


the Gravity and' Settouſneſs, as became” 7 

Divine, and a Chtiſtian, thar ouglit- robe 
pleaſed with the coming back" of a ſtraying 
Sheep, and much more of a ys rs is 
had loſt his way. ot =} £917 511c19790h 
- But the Adinilio on” {'of: fuch a Perſon}: this 
never ſo penitent, appearing to me a matter 
of more than ordinary Conkeq 1ence, + Lfoott 
reſolved, not to derermine:arything,>cillf 
had conſulted with'my 'Diocelan; the Lord 
Biſhop of London. I was willing cnoughy in 
the mcan while to hear the Reaſonsand Mo- 
tives of this irtrended Change, which, wpon 
Enquiry;”l found to be' cheſe, That he had 
been miſtaken, deceived/and dejuded, «with 
plauſible Arguments, and ſpecious Preten- 
ces, and hopes of finding” greare® Fruth 48d 
Picty; and Severity” of Life, in'the Romifh 
Church, than in. our Communion ; which 
Miſtakes he was now ſo ſenſible ofj- that he 
was ready to tetra any thing he hadifhid or 
writ agaioft- the. Dofrine'bF" the Churehe 6f 
Fneland. And when  hereupon [ acquainred 
my Lord Eiſhop of London' with*theſe' his 
——— ons and Proteftations, *His-Iwrdhip 
B 2 Was 


4 
was pleaſed: to refer the whole matter yo bis 
Grace it Lord Atchbiſbop of *Canterbury,ander 
whoſe JuriſdiQtion he had lived a great part 
of his time, and to whoſe Cognilance and 
Determination the Difficulties, attending 
his Re-admiſſion into the Church, did mo:e 
immediately belong. Afﬀeer this, bis Grace, 
being importuned, and earncfily intreated, 
to declare his final Reſolution, and to order 
the way and manner of a publick Acknow- 
ledgment of his Faults, his Lordſhip was 
lecfad eo . deſire Mr. Gee to gather out of 
Mr. Sclater's Book the moſt Offenfive Paſla- 
ges, with an Intent, to have chem inſerted 
in his Recantation; and Mr. Needham, bis. 
Grace's Chaplain, at the ſame time, was or- 
dexed to take Notice of ſych. Confeſlions, 
and Penitential Acknowledgments, as Mr.. 
Sclater had made in his Letters and Addrefles. 
to his Lordſhip, in order to make his Retra- 
ation full and comprehenſive, and Satisfa- 
Rory to the Auditors and SpeQators, before 
whom it was to be read and pronounc'd ;; 
and in the framing of this Form of Revoking. 
his Exroheous DoGrines, T was commanded 


/ 
—— 


(32) 
to iffiſt, which F was very ready to do, it be- 
ng very agreeable to my Inclination to pro- 
mote, and wiſh well to all Aas of Chri- 
ftian Charty. 

This being done, and diſpatch'd on $4- 
tnrday che 4th of May, and Mr. Sclater gi- 
ving his Conſent to the RetraGtation we had 
drawn up, and bis Grace approved of; Mr. 
Sclater accordingly appeared next day atthe 
Savoy, and after the Morning Service was 
.. ended, juſtbefore the Pſalm was ſung, in a 
very full Auditory, and in the prefence of a 
very great Throng of People, and in the 
Hearing of my Lord Biſhop of Salirbury, who- 
did me the Favour to Preach that morning, 
with a Lond and Audible Voice, and with 
Fears flowing from his Eyes, Read, Pro- 
nounced, and Repeated, the Recantation, 
which you have at the end of this Relation. 
| An Acknowledgment of this Nature, F 
thought,could not but be ſurprizing to a Con; 
gregation, who: had ao Notice of it afore- 
| hand; and therefore, to prepare them for 
the RetraRation, 1 [pake to- them. i in the: 


words followivg, : 
TI 


(46) 
< Beloved Hearers ;'* By Order and Dire- - 
*<tzon of my Superiors, I am to acquaint 
* you, That there is a Perſon in this Congre- 
© gation, who having ſome time ſince de- 
© ſerted the Communion of the Church of 
* England, and gone over to that of Rome, 
' © and now deteſting what he hath done ſen- 
*bble of the Errors of his Ways, doth ear- 
©neſtly defire to be re-admitted into the bo- 
< fom of that Church,which he hath forfaken. 
© The Perſon, thus penitent and ſenſible, is 
© Mr. Edward Sclater, late Vicar and Miniſter 
© of Putney; Touch'd with a ſenſe of the Of- 
«ſence, and Scandal, he hath given to the 
: Church, both to the Clergy and Laiety, 
©and all the Members of the Church of 
© England, he chuſes to appear this day before 
«his Congregation, publickly to profeſs his 
© unfeigned ſorrow for that great Offence, to 
© make ſome Reparation for the S andal.* 
© Tr was about Chriſtmaſs laſt, when he 
© made his firſt Application to rhe L ord Arch- 
* biſhop of Canterbury, and addrefs'd to him 
«© ſeveral Letters, declaring his abhorrence of | 
* the © opiſh Doctrines in general, and thoſe © 


par- 


(7) 


particularly which he had offered to defend 
*in a Book publiſhed to that purpoſe, toge- 


\©ther with the [Motives that obliged him to - 


© think of forlaking that Erroneous and Ido- 
*Jatrous Church, into which, through mi- 
© ſtake of their Pretended Piety, and Igno- 
© rance of the. Danger of their DoQrines, he 

* had. been drawn and enticed: | 
© FJis Grace, \after due. Conſideration of | 
© his Proteſtations, and Promiſes, was at laſt 
* content he ſhouldbe admitted to- Lay-Com- 


© mmmion, injoining withal, ſince he had're- 


©proached, calumniated, abuſed, offended, 
<and {candalized the Church of England, to 
*make a. publick Recantation of his former 
, *ErrqneousTeners and Opinions, which Pen-- 
© nance, ( if a Duty may be called ſo, )' he 
©is ready to perform. this day before youall.. 
*It's very probable there may be found'abun-- 
© dance of Perſons, who will be Toath to EX=- 
*tend their Charity to.a Belief of the reality 
and figceriry of his Return; bur to ſuch F 
*muſt crave leave to ſay, that as it is not for 
*us to uſurp the Authority. of God, who- 
«alone is the Searcher of all Hearts, (o till: 
- ve: 


V2 
C we ſeemanifeſt Proofs to the contrary, our 
Religion binds us to. believe the beft, and 
©to forgive, and receive him as a Brother - 
. * Brethren, If a Mau be overtaken in 
© 2 Fault, ye which are Spiritual, 're- 
© flore ſuch 2 one in the Spirit of Meekneſs, con- 
* fdering thy ſelf, leaſt thou alſo be tempted; _ 
© This was the Rale the Apoſtle gave to the 
© Churches of Galatia, and it would look ve- 
ory ſtrange in us, . if we ſhould not follow 
© that DireCion, eſpecially. when our great 
£ Maſter hath charged us; Take beed to your 
* ſelves, if thy Brother treſpaſs againſt 
© thee, rebuke bim, and if he repent, 
© forgive bim, and if he treſpaſs against thee 7 
* times-in adlay,and 7 times in a day,turn again 
* tothee, ſaying, 1 repent, thou ſhalt forgive him. 
_<Weereit fo, that the Ancient Diſcipline, 
< eſpecially that of the African Church, had 
© been kept up, the Penicent, who appears | 
© before you, muſt have ſubmitted to a far 
© more -rigorous Task, even the Religious 
© Hardſhips of ſome years, before he could 
© have been admitted ro the Holy Euchariſt, 
©bur the reviving of thoſe Ancient Severiries, 


being 


Gal. 6 1. 


Luke 17.2. 


(9) 
© being rather an Obje& of our Pious Wiſh- 
©es, than a thing praQicable in this Iron Age, 
© a, pyblick | RecraRation, TConfellion,:; Yes 


©knowledgment, Declarptign, god Protet 
<tion, before an All-ſeeing Eye, and 16 the 


_ Face of a'thole Congregation, | is 5 much 
© 25 can berationally defited.:-:\ gh 
* And nov, Mr. Sclater, having thus ; told 
©your Cafe * to tlie Congregation, I dd e 
* treat; deſire, and admoniſh you, to confi 
< whatl haveſaid, by your.own-free, delibe-i 
© rate, and eonliderateProfell onhctote many: 
© Witneſſes. * 
- © Mr- Selater,-the degrees .of your Sin, 
© ought to be anſmered:by the degrees of 
« your Sorrow, and; Contrition ;.;your: Apes? 
© tacy hath:been- publick, and your Repen-' 
© tance -ought' ta be:{o-roo. And may the: 
< Gad: and Father ef :obr Lord Jeſus Chrifk,: 
* who. ſent his Son inra{the Warld to fave 
| Sinners, and: to call; them'to Repentanice,” 
© give yOu A Repetitance, never to be repetit- 
© ed: of, that; your furiire Conyerfation;iand; 
© blaiveleſs. Life; .may do 9s! much. good ith 
*the World, as. your former gs back - 
© done harm, C After 
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fer. th thiy Protints fy Dionne; e, 
eVHr:Selitet read} 4 the bearing, 
N of the whole A, IS her. Yn 
ng Retrattation., {innoin od fk 26 
6401 [30.58 60 ld, 1dA , 400 orif? 
> Elbword Sdaver, hte Curaee Bf” Putney, 
yorng unſeignedly :forrowful for! the Sin 
Ehave commirred;!:aud/the Scandal |Þ have 
given; by -wwo] "late: ſhameful iforfaki of 
the Communion of the Church of Enyla# 
and/oyning-my ſelf to that of 'Rome and 
having made. my madbft:eacneſt nid cepeared, 
ions; to the 'AIdſt:Reve Er 
in:Gpd! che Lord Archbiſhop of Comminiey 
for hisPermiflion; 20- make the beſt Repa- 
ratiodOÞ: nh (abld, :for ?che - great Injuries 
dont 00 ths 'Clielo by that my ſcandalous 
Defe&ion, -in hopes of . being again:admit- 
ted" ro: Communion in her Holy Offices , 
Dochere, :in- the Preſence 'of the All-f cing 
Gb; and wander niofts ferious' A | 
wane 6 aſjudgne ®d "come , heart ay, and 
freely 


(21) 
freely, triake;/the following Adbnlely 
ment. e voach OT i QI" KK Je 3 3,03 nf 
* i 1 / $7! S p 4H BY WAL Yi 4 \ D vans 
4 'Þs pot os hw nu 
eccming tbe ESfallibilicyagnd! fupremacyad 
che Pope, or Church of:Komr,, ſand. thar 
Salvation ——__a— that Cotte 
anidngnd: 1'dq;utterlycRenpojinaeotbem,| ab 
contraty. t6 thi Wierd: aod Tixtth- of God 
Andi I:do-uifeipnedly:Afſent to: the dove 
trine|cof: the Glarth:df) Erglcte lee Fart 
in-hor 39-Articles f>Religiar coin Ierrfys! 
 Morbover, 'I- ncecly; ADifliviecall: thor 
many falſc- arid: ſcantalots \Paſlages: Comn> 
hed in: thie: anhappy:;: —_— whidh (T1 . 
(Confenſis verevhers Hy Wikung, 
ps 'Pabliſhe8 xt: : (partic 
rk E:Rehounce: thoſe abſparaging)and | 
ro ap irvproy .comterning)>: the Rule of 
hold the UG loſcit] inthe Obmch:of 
Eble. vEquwbziens Hiliercqrrote,rohkt 
err :Canor:bÞ Seriptuce: in (clit Churth iof 
England, was - no other,:'bidt wbet- hefown 
Members were pleaſed to allow ; that the 
MiriwarT Spirit was the Support of the Pro- 
C 2 teftant 


Cu2) 
- 12taie' Faith; and chat Þ my- ſelf, whilſt 
in that Church, might have Choice of an 
hundred Faiths ix Her. I am- now fully 
_eetviaced,”Thari'the /[Chirch of Enmglend 
does receive theryery fame Canon 'of Scrip- 
- ture, ; and . the: fame Creeds, which have 1n 
. all-Apos bf the: Church been moſt; Lniver- 
fally::received;oas tontaining/all things:Ne- 
eeffary. 20 Salvation :| Ad chat She/has duc 
recourſe: to; the Ancient: Fathers, aid; the 
Amboricy of. 'the:. Church3.ia3 the moſt: ef 
_ fetual meansefor ceptefling the Bxtravagan- 
cies'of eacyMatis private Spiritz-and: for the 
maintainmg of :Fruth, and Peace, and: (good 
 Oxder. in the: Chnrch.  And/having _ 
0x6! ſeri tonfidered theſe «Thigs I 

Ftncerely c. the Teſtiniotiies-of :ther frſt 
fix: Centuries 'to be moſt fairly interpreted 
by the/Divings: of: the Churchi! of land, 
and: wned(Þ own;i ThatoI-avy fdlf did 
them. very-partially and covraptly, inbehel 


of Franſabſtannation; and ather Erfors wag 
4 7 _ _— 17 
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(33) 
.: Secondly , Whereas, the :uſual; Boaſtings 
al the RemithEeniliaries had made me hope, 
to-find, an; Eminent Piety in- that Commu- 
ion; I moſt+freely profeſs and. I ſpeak it 
from my own Oblervationof 'twe Years and 
upwards, that That Religion has proved 
it ſelf ro me  urreflmoporrary wa my Rapen: 


tions.) tor ob 
My « own Perorion.- was. t eff:Qually 
checked, that alrchs Maſs. was. ſaid =S 
days in the Week: in; my Heuſe, yer 1:did 
not. Receive. fox. ſeveral Monrhs. cogetbes, 
nor, found. any Joclioatips. to do.ig2 Beraulſe 
I. could neyer believe, rþat- there was neicher 
Bread. por; Wane, remaſging, ao 


Gon... Nays, the afener'þ Bu refer 
alterfonlaratign;h elels believe 


416, I conls els, I rove:my; wemoſt;; -: .- 
My whole Famil y fxcquently comaliin'd, 
that they were nothgag, bettered by the Ser- 


Vixg, & being ipgiarmcy in Latin. And, do 
L.whate-l could, .they could.not nndexſiand 


it, Was , Meant..." Doricavhat.. themlelues 
Ex 49 6, 9k the Bnchowe 10 of 
AH: VB ' 9165 6011 WL) vr 796: 2] 
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Cs ) 

2 PÞund the Priefts:vety zealous" for pain- 
ing Pore bue has. > pent-of 'their 
hargei They- m« { ſpend: hours 
SEN Wavering-Proteſtaricse''Bti 

| Children orice 'a- fortnight, 
fore e600 not abovehalf a quarter” of 'af 
+669: d'withour'any* Expoſition. : >! i 
I found, what I did not believe before, 
ths Confeffion*was praQticed by them, -as a 
- mneans'to gain Awe and Authoricy-over the 
Taity;-( the Pricfts- pretending- a- Right to 
know every thing that was {aid or don&ih 
the Family) And yet it- was nepleed Vy 
themſelves. ' For They- would celebrare 
Maſs avithourit; 'alths, tomy kit 
they were gui ef very fetnotls Bin. "86 
that my Expedations of 'ar OO 
Piety in that Communion, —n _ 
From ahem f anfiveted; » 2 "I 

b 2onlpf20 11 2 97; VS1.25ft 
n  Thhrdly: } 'F do ſortorwfully 1 be With 
Shah acnowledge, _ my ſeeking ind 
accepti al: Diſpetiſacton [td receive 
bay Hes En 'Prfertttctits, WA 
1 knew my {elf incapable by Law, a2; 


Pere 


Tia) 
ffuaded! in: ny: fedghnent,: that T &- 
= to Officiate;; and yet at. the: _ 
paid another for doing what thought He 
ought not'to have. done , ' Wasra juſt ooo» 
on of ?very great Scandal, and' might bave 
proved fatal-to the Church and Ki 46. 
many: had followed-rhyi wicked Example. | 
Mybeſt Plediis, 16 if E may-mention any) 
That I di: not then difcern: the fecree [n- 
trigues: of that: miſchievous. Faction. -Bue 
F hope, | no: piqus ani} charicable Heart/will 
conceive Feapnow:be o blind;--as:not £0; 
fee what every Man (ces ; 417m. "Thar: -vheit 
_ Aim/arid Pradtices tended ro the: Subverſion 
of All-chat was either Law.or-Religions-/. 
_ -.: AfetoAP,;'I aorfadly-feniible, Thatiwhat 
T hav® re faid;: written; 'abd dofie;, 
may ;juſify render-my: Sinceiith\ tuſpeted,, 
eveniuitheſe.my' Confefiions: : - Bur; Ifrardi- 
Hgemtilſearsh .into> the Secrets of my obns -. 
Soul; If 2' detp Aﬀection of-'Ipirieforwhat 
is paſt, If the. ſtronyzalll Deſerebof; being) | 
Fe I to,.thas6iCommunion TI have-ſo 
forſaken, Tf the firmeſt Purpoſes 
| of f exidenin All theſe FAG ſuirable Ac- 


tions: 


C16.) 
tions for the furure be Proofs of being ſin-; 
cere'; I am ſure, I am fo, and Þ deſire: 
your Charity in. Praying for me, ( and; 
may the Almighty. graciouſly. anſwer your: 
Prayers and |mine! ): that as. the Church 
does compallionately 'receive: me into Her: 
Communion z ſo God would be pleaſed in: 
Mercy to'ratific her Act, and Receive me, a 
Returning Penitenc , co his Pardon } And 
rant, that T may recover his Favour, - and: 
Se Aiftances of his Holy Spirit, that;my 
Repentance bearing ſome 'proportian tomy 
Crime, the remaining parc of my Life, {ſhore 
as it is like tobe) may be ſpent in his True 
Faith and Fear, and to his Glory.' * And I. ds 
here, in the Preſence''of God, 'his Holy: An- 
gels, and this Congrepation;-proreſt; That F 
have done all this freely without Equivoca- 
tion-or Reſervatisn, and do ſolemnlyP:omiſe 
and-Oblige my: ſelf, ro: comrine:in ſincere 
and'conftant-Communion' with the Church 
of Englend to my Life's End. ' | +; 
1 Edogrd Slater. 


Wo 
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ADVERTISEMENT. qe 


"0 give Light fo fie Paſſages 1 in the 
Hiſtorical Part of theſe Papers, and. 
to let . all Men ſee., | with what Earneſtneſs. 
Mr Sclater ſwed” for a Reconciliation ; and 
what Arguments he went upon,to convince bim- 
ſelf of a neceſſity of returning to the Church 
of England, ir is thought. fit 10 add ſame of his 
Letters written with his own hand; both'to His 
Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of. Canterbury, and 
others, who were known to him, in order to hy. 
bring Recedminted 101 Or: Coarnt union... | 


LETTER $ 


To h Mr. Futchins ; Chaplain to the Right 
Honorable the Earl of Danby, 


Dear Friend, | 2 
VV my. alas for twa Years and 
upward, below-mentioaed, had made me 


reflet uþag the Dcftrine of Tofallibility , io 
D v ounded 


-- 


(8) 
wounded mortally by their own PraQices, I found 
I muſt needs lower the Notion, or be engaged in 
impoſſible Wotk of making ContradiCftions true. 
I think it cannot be denied, but the Churchiin every 
Nation is ſo far irrefragable; that it is Unchiſtian 
to contradiCt her in the leaſt undecent manner, but 
am perfeftly convinc'd by the Preſent Biſhop of 
Lincola's Book, that the:Romiſh Church has: in- 
fallibly allowed and approved of many,: not. only 
Errors, but Unchbriſtian. ones. . That 1 did not fee 
- -this {o well before, was, ——_ ia the Providence 
of God; thar I might fee it the better now. | 
ſhall be highly co blame; if ' ever ceale to be cruly 
forrowful. for the uabappy Want of his Informa- 
TONS. LE p ; - Y 
. Yet, that T left the Church of Ezglazd for Inte- 
reſt, Turrerly diſclaim, and affure you, That I was 
not ſo ſhort-ſighred, - nor ſb little -vers'd- in their 
PraCtices,to be any thing dazed with that proſpett: 
I kaew ſeveral Inſtances loag- ago of their not 
only'neglecting, but avoiding, thoſe they thought 
they had ſecuyged, for fear of Applications of that 
Ort : Peſides, E have" declared ro ſeveral, that it 
were-not at all prudential in them, te encoura 
Proſetyres ,upon that account, for ſo they might 
have many Coaverts, and-few-Chrifttansz man 
tor the Loaves, and few for the Bread-of Life. 
Nay, ſo far have: I been from making any ſuch 
Application, that a Nobfe Lord of that Comma- 
aion can be my Witneſs, I aſſured him, I never 
would. make any, and, I am fure, I have been as 
| good 


Ca) 


good as my word ; it is fome ſmaſl comfort to are 
in the midit-of my hearty Sorrows: for my: Fault, 
that my Fault is, I think, ſo much the leſs.” *T was 
not Gain I aimed at, but their Piety (as I was miſ-. 
informed) ſurpaſſing all other Communioas jg-the 
World; {7 np EtHO! * 5 454 
Fhe name of a Church of that extent, 'pro- 
tended to be ſo united-in all theTruths of the Holy 
Jeſas, and withal, fo full of Piety, as all their Wri- 
ters boaſted of, Methought, was as glorious a Pro 
ſpeCt as this World could yield, and well it wereif 
there were ſuch an Heaven upon Earth ; who would 
Not be glad toſee it? Whio would not bemoreglad 
to bein ir? But I now conceive, it muſt be our 
Prayers, becaule ps yet-it can be.go more thamour- 
Hopes; for in my 6wn Houſe, I haye bad one Prieſt” * 
at*one time ſo eager for the Pope's ag es dg 
extra Cathedram, that he has plaialy aſſured me, I 
ſhould beyond Seas be burnt foran Heretick for my 
conteſting againſt iti And naqther, as- cagerly at, 
another, condemning +the- former for- hus fierce 
inſiſting gpona Point, that might give diſguſt, and 
impede their progre(sin making Proſelytes. . . -- - 
Having: to06 raſhly ſwallowed. the DoQtrine of, 
Infallibility, odof his inligiee Mercy pardon m ; 
Raſhneſs)- my manTaquiry.wasthe Euchariſt; &. 


Peint, of alt, the moſt difficulr, that I was dazked 
with. its Sublimicy, will' not be-a wonder to any- 
Man : That jt is myſterious, every good Chriſtian; 
will. fay ; nay , that it is 77emendam. Myferinm., 
Now that. one Man highly diftaſted at the low 
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Expreſſions'sf forme Proteftihts, NNould'fy too fir 
fr "IM them,” oO juſtaSnat tral, as, that a notler eq 1at- 
ty diftaſted with'the Dodrine of Tranſitbſtantia- 
tion, ſhsuld-By! &s far from itt Fhis, I humbly 
 eonceive;ſtites wy Caſbs 57 f 
- Nor was it long before I found, I had taken'too. 
firs fliche;'T could wyitireale believeas Reala Pre- 


Elturch, and"that T Huſt lower their high Rap« 
thres to-x more inteMigible'and rational Senſe: - - 


- per Hndcin my felEmuch.inclination taReceive. | 
X oF oh 25 * 71 PE 2 74.4 bt? ek f ry * P = 
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.. \:Antecedent to:which; you 'know; 1s Confeffion, 
which I began very much to wiitrult wasa-mere 
piece of Formality, as practiſed by them, eſpe- 
gially as to my own particular, withwhom it was 
not cnough to confeſs many idle words,many angry 
expreflions to my Boys when unruly or undiligent, 
bur I muſt name-a particutar Sin, orI could nor be 
abſolved, one at leaſt, (1 ſuppoſe he expefted-a 
huge matter) but any one ſerved turn, and then 
the buſineſs might. be done. I conld not well tell 
the Hearts of them, bur it ſeemed to me, either a 
way of. giving. Abſolution. very 'eafily; or elle 
the ſqueezing; out a Particular; they might, if they 
pleaſe, make: uſe of, toward the obraining the 
greater Power over- vs, and keeping us by.conſe- 
yence in more Awe; eſpectally when I allo con- 
1dered;T hat.two other Priefts;guilty,to my know - 
ledge, of more heinous Sins, than, I:bleſs Cod, Thad 
- any toconfels, 'received'every day without either 
onfeſſjon or-Abſolution,: (unleis-they could con- 
_ feſs and:abſolve /themſelves;) however, I could 
aot- bur account their ſo « ficiating rather: a- Deſe- 
_ erationthan a Confecration, - 

To tell-you, that-T was never throughly ſatisfied 
in the Points of Liturgy in an unknown Tongue; 
and.non-patticipation of the Cup, isbut to tell the 
plain-Truth / Emult ccn'els, V'huddled them botly 
mto the Power and Authority of rhe Churen, and 
ſd their Argaments went thc eaſier down. Put as 
rothe firſt, .I found maniteRt ill Conſeq nences from: 
i, my who's Famyy,befide my. lelt,\rier only totally” 
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ignorant of what was meant all the while thc 
Prieſt was officiating, but, do what I could, ata 
loſs in what they had to do themſelves, and ſtil 
complaining, (my Wife eſpecially) that ſhe was 
nothing {ſatisfied or bettered. But one thing I can- 
not omit: She was viſited with the violent Pain of 
the Sc/ztica,we both of ns deſired the Prieſt co pray 
for Eaſe of her Pain, which he refufed with - this 
uncomfortable Reply, That ſhe muſt bear what 
God was pleaſed to lay upon her. I could not but 
thiak Counſel, the very good, without Prayers 
of the Church , very uncomfortable. Perhaps, 
his Breviary had no {uch proviſion in it. Th8 at 
the ſame time the little Children would fre» 
—_ go to their Manuals and Bcads in her be- 
A third Obſervation I made, was, of their al- 
moſt utter negleC of informing and inſtruting 
thoſe under their Charge, (it was enough,it ſeems, 
they were ſo) ſeldom, ſometimes not once a fort- 
night, Catechiſing tender little Ones, and. when 
they did it, a ſhort foddering, not above half a 
quarter of an hour, ſerv'd the turn, and that with 
out any Explanation either of Queſtian or Anf{wer. 
But yet, to give them their due, if they could find 
one abroad that would ſoliſten totheir Diſcourſes; | 
as gave them any ſmall hopes they wertto be pre+ 
vailed upon, they would ſpend hours every day - 
with them ; but this, methought, look'd like ſteal- - 
ing of Sheep, and ſtarving of Lambs..: To back 
this, their Negligence was aliogether tp 1m 
| | Otner 
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other Dutiss of a Family; for even orr Sundays not 
a word but the Maſs,: and then all their Work 
was totally done: Not ſo much as calling us'to 
Prayers in the Afternoon, nay, rather ſignifying 
to us the no. neceſſity-of them by their continual 
Abſence from us at the time we were art them, but 
frequently taking a walk at that time. _ 

A fourth Grievance was, That in our Diſcourſes, 
- eſpecially rhe Subject of Praying for the Dead,. 
I-told the Prieft, That every time I ſaid Reguieſ- 
cart in pace, | could not for my Heart forget my 
dead Mother : He asked me, Tf ſhe were a Catho- 
lick? I told him; No. He replied, I muft not by 
any. means uſe that Prayer for her. "Twas very 
harſh, I thought, and ſo much uncharitable, thar' 
it ſeemed to me unnatural. I am fire, ſhe led a 
better Life than he, more juſt, more devout; and 
believe, her Ignorance will plead for her before the: 
great Tribunal more effetually,than all the SanQti- 
ry he had tn him. | 

. Nor was their Carriage in my Houſe leſs trou- 
bleſom and unhandfom, as this ' fingle Iaftance: 
( among' many )' may ſufficiently make appear. 
One of them tinds one of the School-boys very fit 
for-his purpoſe; and his Office was, When this 
Prielt at any time ſhould be abſent, to obſerve all 
the: Family without exception, and to give him 
an account; when he came home, of all that had 
paſſed,or had'been ſpoken: Which my Wife cog 
the Boy for , the Prieft managed him in it in thefe 
' words: [Why, is there any thing tobe ſaid'or done 

| uk 
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iathis Houſe, and I muſt not. know 1t?] This was, 
a.Yoak upon me I never ſo much as dream'd of, . 
far, till then, I thought my ſelf Maſter of my owga, 
Houſe, and my Houſe my Caſtle, -th6 never after,: 
ſo long as I had ſuch an overtopping, Dominion, 


QVer Mc. 


" That theſeParticularscan be reconcileable with 
that Piety I expetted to find inthar Church, I ſhall 


for ever.think impoſſible: So that as to, the Unity 


of the Church, I muſt conclude, ir muſt conſift, 
Pardon the newnels of the Expreſſion, in being. 


Nery*d and Sinew'd toDifſeating Members in Fun- 


damental Points and Charity:) And I can now: 
eaſily conceive, how Errors and Ignorance might. 


creep into the Church, whilſt the ancient Gover- 
nors of that Church were more eager of Domi- 
ion, : than careful of Do&Etrine, and their Inferiors 

aimed, more at Gain, than Godlineſs. .. OY 
Sir, Theſe, as I told you in my laſt, are but Per- 
ſonal Obſervations in my own Family, but ex pede 
Herculew, whatſoever the Learned Writers of the 
Church of Ezg1::d have writ of their more pub- 
lick Exorbitancies , will now eaſily find belief 
with me upon the ſcore of theſe, which my own 
experience has found too true. | When his Grace 
ſhall, according to his wanted Candour, receive 
this upfeigned account of my Diſguſts, I hope, he 
will aſſure himſclf, that my Repentance is as un- 
feigned and ſincere, as thele are ſo true, that I 
can ſafely take my Oath of, before any Judicature 
in the whole World, a-thouſand times over. wa 
tie 


a> 
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te mean time, I do aſſure him, Icondemn my ſelf 
greatly, andcannot enough, for my unadviſed and. 
raſh embracing that Religion, that has approv'd 
it ſelf to me fo utterly contrary to my expeQa- 
tion. I have nothing to aſſure 'hin of my un- 
feigned Sorrow for my Fault,: but the Words of my 

Mouth. God only knows the Heart, but ifI have 
any acquaintance with my own Heart, upon all 
the Examination IT can make, I am unfeignedly 
forrowful for it. None but our Saviour knew tho 
Hearts of Enemies, | yet his Church by his Com- 
mand have always — Penitents. I preſume 
none will be a greater follower of his Example and 
Precepts, than my Mother the Church of Exglana, 
whoſe Paxdon Las comfortably hope for, as Ihum- 
bly 'beg it, I never yertheard her Clemency deny'd 
it: Fhumbly beg her to admit me to her Com- 
mumon, upon the Terms the Primitive Church 
admitted theancient Lepfi, whether of the Clergy 


To Hit Grace the Enrd | BbiſBop" of Cite- 
__terbury.. A ee os 
Ms i pleaſe Your Graces Sno £1108 Hh toniot 
A Ccofding 'te what:fou have bet pleas'd.rbi 
Command, Þ hve -ſent: you. cy unhappy: 
Book, and alſo my firm Reſolusion-to: retraft -ati,: 
or whatfoveyer in 46ſh4}l; be: cthought:fac:r0 be: Re< 
trated... In:the wean time; as I-bive ligeittth tv 
your Graee alrewly,;!{b-Iagavr repeat it, (having: 
more {eriduſly -confider: band compared: che late: 
PtaCtices and: paſt; Uſurpariobs of: the: Chureiv of: 
Rome, I finicerely , think; the Teibmanies ofivhe- 
firſt Six Centuries moſt fairly Interpreted/bjsdw 
Divines of the Church of Exz/a»d. My Lord, F 
humbly beg my ſpeedy Reconciliation : Paſs by 
my raſh and inconſliderate Aberration, and com- 
paſſionate my afflied Spirit. If Sorrow quite 
overwhelm, What will become of a Soul out of 
Communion 2 This 1s my greateſt Grief, But, 
my Lord, as; Fleſh and Blood, I cannot but be 
much concern'd alſo, for the aking Hearts of a 
miſerable Family, - continually ia Tears, becauſe 
TU: | x(without' ſc e ſpeedy prevention) by my 

ly.” The God of Heaven and Earth mak= my 

is humble 
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V——_— \y68r Grace, and 
em Tmay' -onee mnore ſubſcribe my ſelf 


-vi11 0 Jo Grace ma. Buvifel. 01G 01034 
9237183:1h 5 3a9fy 002 
nn] nl Wy onif ar Son pod Fer HO. To 
(20101 Sn Rs 


3 Fl TB OY 5 TG « lh. TE Che” al 
DFP1 2 174 —_ 3 ww LW T NITLENTEL: $4 } #4. + .- de | 6 

>1(\3 : 
{153 _ F219 og 


— he ET TER 2T. bo 
Yo, Hh Grace the Lord Archbiſhop f Cane 
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<a *6 Neg ih 
= co it ' pleaſe For. Grace, | 
| "Hoſe few Raysiof Comfort, 'my Dear Fiend 
2M}. Hf bronght:me laſt; Þhoperwill:f 
\ſelves into 2:much larger thilhmels/n Your 
Grace has pu_ to admit me to your Preſence. 
My Heartftullof Thanks is too little a'return for ſo 
grear a Clemency;: Yet Pardonin afflicted Spirit, 
6 chinkievery Minwme yery tedious tifthat hap- 
py' time vome-! I wunderſtand'by'hin the great 
.Olftncle of my farther Retief ant Cotnforr;is; the 
ſufpicion-of my Tincerity2'! I cannot condemn it, 
rhe Heatts'of Men-are Ol known'to” him that 
1made-theraÞ.l:] wiſh Tdyleſtifierhs ſinceriry bf 
ming wich thickeſt allprantes ibletdbechoaght 
of, and will be glad of any afliſtance'thar _— 
Woe "WI orm 
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ferm'me of better than'T can inform” my ſelf, ve 
ſoli, But,. what I can as yet do only in Words, 
- ſhall. with Gcds Afſiſtance be always confirm'd by 
future AQtions and Endeavours futable to them. 
Till 1 remov'd, .I was at. too great a diftance. 
from 'the poſſibilities of difcerriing the ſecret In- 
rrignes of that, miſchievous Faftion, being totally 
taken up in my daily imploys, and therefore eaſily 
detcein'd under their ſtrong Deluſion. But I hope 
no. Pious and Charitable Heart wilt conceive,I can 
now be thaught ſo Blind; as not teſeeavhat every * 
Man fſees,' v/z- Thar their ayme and praftices 
rended tothe ſubyerſion of all that was either Law 
or Religion. Impiety may be foceunningly dawhY 
over with Artificial Colours, as mdyi-(if? not- 
Blind,); yet dazle the beſt of Eyes, but. can it do: * 
ſo, when it is manifeſt ?-] humbly hope much bet- 
'ter things will be-thought ofme, {and Charity will: 
plead for me-in ſome: fich-form asthis, .(abertfr I 
_ neven:wiſh). Foxy bim he knew not what he 
ods 131 07797 157 5877 30TH 0% Palin tit 557 93k 
My. Lord, to: thoſe whether iof the Clergy or 
'Laity, whom | have formerly made ſorrowful for 
: my, Follies, Lihall always hereafter make: this: re- 
turn of; Thabkfylneſs, Þ: wall ſever make-as; their 
- Comfort;; thas they &6nd me an; object of that; Joy, 
that even Angels un Heaven have at the: Convet- 
fion of a'Sinnar-:: Thoſe-that miſtruſt my. Sincerity,, 
-J will Rill; by what Mecheds Fean take, indeavanr 
: © mahifceſtto' them, -$hey: allo ſpught; ro.come' in, 
partakers: of phat; Jay:7:is 10 212 vl iy bus a, 
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I have ſpent no ſmall time in ſearching my 

Heart, _ an affeQion towards _ ron 4 
Delufions: has may lurk behind,.. and do aſſure 
your Grace, I fiad.no « Donn any th but art 
abhorrence of them : Nay, m > Bev have been 
already.and.ever ſhall be, that ff deluded by them 
of « may ſpeedily get from under them. 

| Ang now, my Lord, my Heart js fiill of Sup- 
Fen cation ce your Grace fpr Compaſſion, thatT may 


Reroncild,:: Fil nog give your Grace the trou- 

the Reading the long Enumeration of them. 

T he Sum. of them is this, Fathes I have found a- 

gainſt Heaven... and. before Thee, . and am no more 

i worthy.ea te be called "Gal on, genE me as one of Thy 

FR 200 hired Shrvants, fo ſhall. Bread: and nor FRNO be 
© Qnce. more the. Food of 
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LETTER I. 


To the Reverend De. Bandy. 
Reverend Sir, 


Ardon an afflifted Spirit the 
P rio an 20nd Spicr th rag yo eros 
have Cen 
account. of that Chriſtian charitable office' of 16- 
ceiving a Stranger, which God reward'to you 
with the enertaming,. (thy not an Angel) yet 
ONCE more, 2 good Man-and-. 


Your much obliged ea— 


Edw. Sclater. 


- ww 


LETTER V. 
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;  terbury. 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, 

. Have Writ to {a ) Mr. Wilkinſon, 
| though I aſfure your Grace, I can- 
not call to mind who he i$, or that ever 
I converſt with any Man of that Name ; 
however, I pray God, what I have 
Written may be- ſucceſsful upon him, 


and the good of the Church ; 


I am, . 


LETTERYV. 
To His Grace the” Lord Archbiſhop of Can- 


(a) One per- 
verted to the 
Church of 
Rome by My. 
Sclater's Ex- 
ample. 

I humbly. 


beg I may receive the Bleſſed Sacrament. My con- 
tinual Prayers are for your being reſtored toperfe&- 
Health, and that you may livelong to Gods Glory, . 


Tour Graces moſt 


Obedient. Petitioner, . 


